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JACL ART IN THE PARK HAMBURGER BOOTH A GREAT SUCCESS! 

 

 
 

The famous Burger Booth at Burlingame Art in the Park. 
 

San Mateo JACL under the lead of Craig Ichiuji and Steve Katayama had another very successful Burger Booth on 
Saturday, June 7 and Sunday, June 8 at “Art in the Park” in Burlingame.  The booth  raises monies to help the chapter 
continue its programs, such as its scholarship program for students.  This year, Craig came up with a tasty barbecued 
teriyaki chicken sandwich which was a top seller.  The Angus beef burgers were a hit, too, with many people returning 
for more! 

 

The Friday afternoon before the event, JA Community Center members Virginia Tanakatsubo, Pauline Harmon, and 
Kathy Sneath cut mega amounts of lettuce, tomato, and onion for the booth.  Then, Craig, Steve, and Steve Okamoto 
loaded their vehicles with the many supplies needed to operate the booth.  They then joined Diana Okamoto, Misa 
Sakaguchi, and Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, who were butterflying a very large amount of chicken thighs.  

 

 

 

 



On Saturday, Brent Nakagiri and Craig ran the barbeque grills and Misa and her daughter Lisa Sakaguchi and Kathy, 
Steve O, and Diana sold the food.  On Sunday, Greg Miura and Steve K took over the task of grilling and Mary Jo, 
Chris Miura, her friends, Trevor and Taylor Smith, Karyl Matsumoto, and Janet Miura ran the booth.  It should be 
mentioned that the Miuras were tireless in their work at the booth, contributing greatly to the workers getting out tasty, 
hot burgers to hungry clients. 

 

When it was time to break down the booth, Mr. Yamagishi (Ted’s father), Steve, Diana, and Brent  came to help tote 
everything back to the Community center garage!  It was a very work intensive but fun event as we came together for 
our chapter. 

 

Thanks to Craig and Steve K, our members, our friends, and families, and the Community Center members who 
volunteered, the Burger Booth a successful fund raising event! 
 
So, once again, thanks go out to: 
 
Alex Berg, Kenbo Chen, Ann Edwards, Chris Edwards, Marcia Hancock, Pauline Harmon, Steve Katayama, Kevin 
Keller, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Karyl Matsumoto, Greg Miura, Janet Miura, Kristine Miura, Kelly Miura, Brent 
Nakagiri, Steve Okamoto, Diana Okamoto, Jerry Ono, Justin Ono, Lauren Ono, Justin Otsuji, Misa Sakaguchi, Lisa 
Sakaguchi, Taylor Smith, Trevor Smith, Kathy Sneath, Virginia Tanakatsubo, Ted Yamagishi, and Mr. Yamagishi. 

 
CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT DECISION ON SAME GENDER MARRIAGE—Kate Motoyama 

 
The California Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in support of same gender marriage is a great victory for those who 
believe in equality and civil liberties, and defend liberty and justice for all.  JACL has long been involved with 
eradicating discrimination and intolerance from our communities; homophobia, including prejudicial treatment against 
same gender couples, would be one form of bias we have been fighting against from the start. 
 
Chief Justice of California Ronald George, a lifelong Republican who was first appointed to the bench by President 
Ronald Reagan, wrote the 121-page landmark ruling striking down the state’s ban on same gender marriage.  “The 
essence of the right to marry is freedom to join in marriage with the person of one’s choice,” Chief Justice George said, 
quoting Perez v Sharp.  George reasoned that it is not a matter of defying the will of the voters; rather, he explained, 
“Basically, it comes down to the question of when is a judge shirking his or her responsibilities by not acting.”   But, 
still, it was a 4-3 decision of the court. 
 
George relied on the Perez v. Sharp ruling of the California Supreme Court to reach his conclusion.  The earlier 1948 
ruling outlawed a ban on interracial marriages--and six years would pass before the United States Supreme Court 
would rule, in its 1954 Brown v Board of Education decision, that racially segregated schools violated the Constitution.  
Subsequently, thirteen more years would pass before the US Supreme Court followed Perez in striking down, in 1967, 
16 bans on racial miscegenation with its Loving v. Virginia ruling.  George had personally experienced, on a trip as a 
youngster with his immigrant parents through the South in the 1950s, “whites only” bathrooms and drinking fountains.  
As with racially segregated bathrooms and drinking fountains, “marriage” is a word that cannot be equated with “civil 
unions” or “domestic partnerships”—these latter being lesser, compromised versions of this institution. 
 
The Chief Justice’s opinion found that “the right of an individual to establish a legally recognized family with a person 
of one’s choice” is fundamental. California’s strong domestic partnership statute was not enough to resolve the 
inequality: “An individual’s sexual orientation — like a person’s race or gender — does not constitute a legitimate 
basis upon which to deny or withhold rights.”   George also noted that “tradition alone” did not justify the denial of a 
constitutional right to same gender couples; the same argument had been used against interracial couples who wished to 
legitimize their commitment through marriage. 
 
Some call this ruling as an act of  "judicial activism" but, by the same standards, one could apply the same label to 
Perez v Sharp or to the U.S. Supreme Court's historic Brown v. Board of Education decision on segregation.  
Opponents are currently mobilizing to place a measure on the November ballot that could write discrimination into our 
state Constitution. 
 
As background information, it was only eight years ago, that the Defense of Marriage Act (Proposition 22) passed with 
61% of the vote.  A large turnout by social conservatives could overturn this latest decision and, as with the 2004 
election, their numbers could jeopardize candidates and issues that oppose to their retrograde philosophies.  The 
California Marriage Protection Act, a planned November ballot initiative, would amend the state Constitution and 
effectively undo the court’s decision.  The amendment would insert 14 words into the California Constitution — “Only 
marriage between a man and a woman is valid and recognized in California” — a phrase tested with focus groups 
months before the court’s decision.  It is important for JACL to work against the California Marriage Protection Act 
and in behalf of equality for all people.   
 
The ruling becomes effective in 30 days unless the court grants a stay. 

 



 
MORE INFO ON U.S., FILIPINO VETS 

This newsletter has reported over the years on an issue of justice for Filipino veterans of WWII—now in their 80s and 
90s—who are trying to make good on a promise denied when President Truman reneged on a congressional promise to 
make Filipino soldiers U.S. citizens with full military benefits.  The timeline is as follows, according to Mercury News 
reporting: 
 
July 1941.  President Franklin D. Roosevelt drafts 140,000 solders from the Philippines, then an American colony. 
 
1942. Congress passes a law allowing Filipino soldiers to become U.S. citizens after the war as a reward for service, 
along with full U.S. military benefits. 
 
May 1942. U.S. forces in the Philippines surrender to the Japanese army.  Many U.S. and Filipino officers keep 
fighting.  The U.S. later places Filipino guerillas under the command of General Douglas MacArthur. 
 
February 1946. President Harry Truman signs the Rescission Act, denying Filipino veterans most veterans’ benefits. 
 
1990. President George H.W. Bush signs a law allowing Filipino veterans from WWII to come to the United States and 
become instant citizens.  30,000 come to this country.  2,000 settle in the Bay Area. 
 
2000.  Congress passes legislation giving veterans military burial benefits. 
 
2003.  Congress passes law allowing Filipino veterans in the U.S. to use Veterans Affairs medical facilities. 
 
April 2008.  U.S. Senate passes veterans bill that includes a provision to give Filipino veterans roughly the same 
benefits of U.S. veterans. 
 
About 10 Filipino veterans pass away each day.  Of 250,000, about 18,000 are still alive, with 6,000 of that number in 
the United States.  While they believed they would by supported by military pensions, instead, they ended up on 
Supplemental Security Insurance—a welfare program for the elderly and disabled.  Some regard SSI as welfare and 
feel “dishonored.” 

 
VICTIMS OF WORLD WAR II SHARE STORIES OF CAMPS 

 
An article by Dana Hull in the San Jose Mercury News [June 9, 2008] described how a lunch of bagels and sushi 
brought together survivors of the Holocaust and of American concentration camps in the second “Gathering of Friends” 
in San Jose. 
 
One of the 80- and 90-year old survivors, such as Jack Tramiel, 29, of Monte Sereno, was a teenager in Lodz, Poland, 
when he and his father were sent to Auschwitz.  Tramiel said, “Young people don’t remember the past, and history is a 
very important part of education.” 
 
The article stated that organizers emphasized that the Holocaust and the Japanese concentration camps could not be 
compared:  “The Jews were rounded up to be exterminated; the Japanese were interned out of fear that they were a 
security risk to the United States.”  In the article, the word “internment camps” was used when discussing the Japanese 
American experience.  The article later stated:  “Joseph Sorger, president of the Silicon Valley Holocaust Survivors 
Association, said he was shocked to learn just recently that many of those who were sent to internment camps were 
American citizens.  ‘I thought everyone who was rounded up was a Japanese national,’ he said.  ‘I was horrified.’” 

 
IN ROME—BY GAITHER STEWART, MAY 27, 2008, CROSSCURRENTS.ORG 

 
(Rome)  On Saturday last Fascist goon squads armed with wooden clubs carried out a “punitive expedition,” that is, an 
organized raid on shops of Asian immigrants in Italy’s capital. Ten or so men masked in scarves adorned with 
swastikas swooped down on immigrant-run grocery stores, a telephone call center, a laundry and various shops along 
the streets of one of Rome’s most multiethnic districts, smashing windows and the interiors of the stores. Yelling “dirty 
foreigner” and “bastards” the hoodlums beat up an immigrant from Bangladesh who was treated in a hospital. TV 
newscasts showed broken windows and glass along the sidewalks recalling similar events in the 1938 pogroms in Nazi 
Germany which came to be called Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) for the shattered store windows along city 
streets of Germany. The Night of Broken Glass became a symbol of violence organized by the Nazi-Fascist state 
against Jews, homosexuals, gypsies and the other. Despite the regrets expressed this Sunday by post-Fascist political 
leaders, violent segments of the extreme Right today feel legitimized by the Right’s recent electoral victory which 
swept so-called post-Fascists into power in Italy. 
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COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS 

 
The San Mateo Japanese American Community Center has purchased 15 tickets to the World Premiere of Amy Tan's 
The Bonesetter's Daughter.  The dress rehearsal performance will be on Wednesday, September 10th at 6 p.m.  The 
tickets are $15 per ticket.  First priority will be given to SMJACC's 100/100 Club donors.   
 
SAVE THE DATE.  The annual Potluck and Raffle will be September 30th from 5 - 7 p.m.  Reminder:  Free blood 
pressure readings are taken on the 1st Wednesday of every month from 1 - 2 p.m. 
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