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San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural 

understanding of the Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing 
the human and civil rights of our multi-ethnic society through educational and 

community programs. 
 

Articles must be submitted by the fourth Wednesday of each month in electronic format [Microsoft WORD] to 
katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com.  Thank you! 

 
JACL BENEFICIARY OF GENEROUS IKOI-NO-TOMO DONATION 

 
Earlier this year, we learned that Ikoi-no-Tomo, a San Mateo Japanese Senior Club for non-English speaking 
women, was dissolving after over three decades of fond memories.  Ikoi-no-Tomo met weekly at the recreation 
center located in San Mateo’s Central Park, offering cultural and social activities, day trips, a yearly boutique of 
craft items, birthday celebrations, and more.  San Mateo JACL had, in the beginning, provided funding to the club.  
While funding was no longer being provided, JACL’s unequalled support was acknowledged by a generous 
donation from the club as it closed its books.  We express our appreciation for the work of Ikoi-no-Tomo and for its 
donation.  We are working to plan a very special event to recognize Ikoi-no-Tomo and hope you will join us once 
details are announced. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The ladies of Ikoi-no-Tomo.  Mrs. Kimie Watanabe, standing left, organized many activities. 
 



TSURE ZURE GUSA OR ESSAYS IN IDLENESS 
--Kate Motoyama 

 
I am the daughter of a woman who immigrated from Hiroshima, Japan in the aftermath of the atomic bomb.  When I 
sit with my mother’s only surviving brother, a good company man, he speaks Japanese.  I am the daughter of a man 
whose father left Hiroshima, Japan to find work as a contract laborer, cutting cane for 4 dollars a month.  When I sit 
with my father’s siblings, I am in the company of cannery workers, bartenders, and janitors.  My mother and father 
sacrificed everything so that I could learn to love learning.  They arranged to have books sent to our house, 
hardcover books we could own and read whenever we pleased.  We were the only neighborhood family to possess a 
complete set of the Encylopedia Brittanica, "information technology" promoted years ago, as computers with 
Internet connectivity are touted today, as the way to reaching good, middle class jobs.   And, most important, my 
mother and father believed ardently in my right to excel as surety for success in the world.  My privilege, which was 
material, mental, and circumstantial in nature, enabled me to be the first in my family to gain a college education.   
 
I think these thoughts as I accompany my parents to Japan this April.  When I arrive at Narita Airport, I am struck 
by how much everyone looks like me and, later, how easily I am able to blend into the crowds at Shinagawa.  When 
seeking out the sweetest, freshest sushi at Tsukiji Market (discovered at Yagura, 03-3541-4180, $180 for 3 people, 
with delicacies such as lightly grilled sakura masu or hamachi with a sprinkle of yuzu salt—insanely delicious!), 
people stop to ask me for directions.  I understand Japanese better than I can speak it . . . so after staring quizzically 
at my interlocutor for far too many seconds, he or she figures out that I’m a poseur and regretfully leaves me 
standing there, endeavoring to say something.  At Tsukiji, too, you can buy a big bowl of beef and onions over rice 
or hot fat wheat noodles in broth for $5, stand and eat it standing at the stall, then wander for hours up and down a 
labyrinth of narrow streets, getting lost in the bewildering displays of fish, shellfish, produce, tofu, tea, merchandise 
. . .  
 
Book learning doesn’t help me here.  My graduate studies in rhetoric and semiotics cannot help me here.  I should 
have been actively listening, instead of faking attention, during those many years at Fort Gakuen Japanese Language 
School.  I should have taken Japanese at the university while I was a sophomore at Roosevelt High School instead of 
studying French [“Mangeons dans un restaurant ce soir?”].  I should have endeavored to converse with my mom 
and dad in Japanese, instead of being vaguely embarrassed at not being an “all American” girl.  There is no way to 
make up for all that lost time now . . . so my bittersweet lesson is that I, through a misguided rejection of my 
parents’ language and culture, have missed the opportunity to be a truly bilingual, bicultural person.  This is what 
occupies my mind as I walk off the jetlag (a 19-hour difference and an 11-hour flight) on the streets of Tokyo, 
looking like everyone else, thinking like no one else, wondering whether I am more than the sum of my family, 
meeting myself as I turn every corner. 
 

Next: A Museum Dedicated to Japan-USA Relations 
 

 
Oppose the CLEAR Act [HR 2671] 

 
Federal bill H.R. 2671, widely known as the CLEAR Act, authored by U.S. Representative Charlie Norwood (R-
Georgia) and its Senate counterpart — Homeland Security Enhancement Act (S 1906) — will require state and local 
law enforcement officials to enforce federal immigration laws, thereby undermining the ability of local law 
enforcement to work within diverse ethnic communities. 
“By requiring our police officers to act as INS agents, the federal mandate adds an enormous burden to the already 
sweeping duties and responsibilities of local law enforcement,” said Leland Yee, Speaker pro Tempore of the 
California Assembly, and guest at the San Mateo JACL “Day of Remembrance” and Installation event. “The 
CLEAR Act will impede local officers of their ability to work within immigrant communities by deterring potential 
witnesses from reporting crimes for fear of possible arrest and deportation.”   
 
In addition to drastically changing the relationships between local law enforcement and the communities in which 
they serve, the CLEAR Act also poses a significant financial burden to states and local governments. As proposed, 
the federal government would not be required to fully compensate states and local governments for the costs 
associated with the mandated training and diversion of personnel from their primary duties. 



 
The CLEAR Act, or H.R. 2671, is currently pending in the U.S. House of Representatives’ Subcommittee on 
Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.  
 
 

   
 
 
Two of our board members, Steve Katayama and Kevin Wong.  We meet on third Thursdays to discuss 
and take positions on issues important to civil rights.  Keep in touch with us! 

 
 

UPDATE ON CALIFORNIA’S MEDICARE DRUG DISCOUNT PROGRAM [SB 393] 
 
Senator Jackie Speier authored SB 393, under which pharmacies participating in the state Medi-Cal program must 
provide Medicare recipients prescription drugs at prices set by the state.  In over 5,000 pharmacies statewide, seniors 
showing their Medicare cards can save 5-25% off the retail price of their prescription drugs.  In May 2004, the 
federal program will introduce Medicare-endorsed “drug discount cards” to bring some savings to seniors in the 
period before their Medicare drug coverage begins in 2006.  In 2006, Medicare drug coverage takes effect.  The 
Medicare drug bill bans seniors from purchasing stop-gap insurance to help them cover the out-of-pocket costs 
many seniors can expect under the plan.  SB 393 is designed specifically for drugs not covered by any insurance.  
For more information, go to www.sen.ca.gov/speier or call the senator’s district office at 650-340-8840. 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS 
 
The SMJACC annual SF Giants game will be against the LA Dodgers on Thursday, June 24, 2004. Game time 4:00 
PM. $25 per ticket. Seats located View Reserve Section 304. Most of the attendees plan to take Caltrain. Please 
phone the Center at 650-343-2793 for more details. 
 
The Center has also received 8 pairs of donated tickets for SF Giants games. The remaining available games are: 
May 26 vs. Arizona, June 17 vs. Toronto, July 7 vs. 
Colorado, August 17 vs. Montreal and August 31 vs. Colorado. Excellent seat location in LB Section 129. Face 
value $29 per ticket. Please call the Center at 650-343-2793 for more details. 
 
The Sunday Matinee Movie for May 2004 has been canceled due to a conflict in scheduling. The Center will show 
“Chikamatsu Monogatari” (The Crucified 
Lovers) on June 27, 2004 at 1:30pm. The film is directed by Mizoguchi and stars Kazuo Hasegawa. 



 
JACL HEALTH BENEFITS TRUST INFORMATION 

 
The office of the JACL Health Benefits Trust moved to a new location as of April 19, 2004.  The new location is: 
 

JACL Health Benefits Trsut 
220 Sansome Street, Suite 1360 

San Francisco, CA  94104 
 
The local contact numbers are: 
 

415-391-6633 (tel) 
415-391-6611 (fax) 

 
The 800 number remains 1-800-400-6633. 

 
 

SAN MATEO BONSAI CLUB SATSUKI AZALEA BONSAI SHOW 
 
The San Mateo Bonsai Group will have a free showing of Satsuki Azalea Bonsai on Sunday, May 16th, 2004, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. at the San Mateo Gardeners’ Hall, 503 Fifth Avenue in San Mateo.  For more information, call Sam 
Fukudome 650-349-0320. 
 

ART IN THE PARK FUNDRAISER:  OUR ANNUAL BURGER BOOTH 
 
The City of Burlingame is hosting its 34rd Annual Art in the Park Festival on the weekend of June 12 & 13.  The 
festival will be held at Washington Park, Burlingame (next to Burlingame High School).  There will be over 100 arts 
& crafts and food booths, as well as, live entertainment throughout the weekend.  There’s plenty of fun and 
excitement for the whole family. 
 
Every year, the San Mateo JACL runs a hamburger booth to raise funds for our chapter.  We need volunteers.  We 
welcome our members, especially those interested in becoming more involved, to meet the board members and help 
out.  We would love to get to know you!  If you are interested in helping, please contact: Heidi Tanakatsubo: 
(415)978-3168. 
 
Even if you are unable to participate, we encourage you to come join us in the festivities. 
 

STOP HATE CRIMES:  THE LARAMIE PROJECT AT COLLEGE OF SAN MATEO 
 
SPEECH 111/112 is a speech communication class that is open to any interested student and this is the first time that 
some students have been a part of live performance.  Performance studies is interested in texts--including public 
address; found discourse and conversations (everyday life performance); spoken word; the literary genres of poetry, 
prose fiction, and drama. The study of literature and its performance is transgressive at best.  It is a dark mirror that 
calls into question and redefines what communication is and might be, as well as whose interests it might serve.  It 
challenges larger social relations that inform racist, sexist, homophobic behaviors, and other forms of oppression. 
 
The Laramie Project  is a class project and our final performance of the semester--so we have chosen to share it with 
the college community.  Laramie is based on the narratives of everyday people in Laramie, WY.  The work focuses 
on lived social relations leading to and following the murder of Matthew Shepard, a college student.  The 
performance is catalyst for a facilitated discussion between cast and audience about anti-gay bias and hate crime 
prevention.  The dates of the performances, which are free, are May 18 and 20, College of San Mateo Theater, 
11:10-12:25 p.m. 
 
This project is one of sixteen national Communicating Common Ground projects designed to foster respect and 
acceptance through multicultural education. Communicating Common Ground (CCG) is a cooperative project of the 



National Communication Association (NCA), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), the American Association 
for Higher Education (AAHE), and Campus Compact (CC). Each local partnership, under the direction of a faculty 
member, engages communication students in learning activities with a K-12 educational institution or a non-profit 
organization to advance multicultural education, appreciation of diversity, and the creation of communities in which 
hate, hate speech, and hate crimes do not exist.  
 

 
San Mateo JACL Regular Meeting April 15, 2004 Unapproved Minutes 

  
Present:  Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Craig Ichiuji, Kitty Hongo, Heidi Tanaktsubo, Brent Nakagiri , Kevin Wong. 
  
The meeting was deemed unofficial by M.J. Kubota-Arcarese due to lack of a quorm.  
  
Standing Reports 
  
Community Center Report.  Kitty Hongo thanked JACL for its donation to the Community Center and presented members with a monthly 
calendar of regularly scheduled events at the Center. She encouraged participation in the Center's most important fundraiser--the "100/100 Club."  
Kitty informed the Board that the legal work for the transfer of the Center buildings has not been completed. She encouraged the Board to 
participate in the May 8th, 2004 Human Race on behalf of the Center and mentioned that the "Health Fair" is scheduled for October 2004. 
  
Newsletter. Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese and the Board members in attendance noted the excellent job Kate Motoyama had done on the April 
Newsletter. Thanks to Kate for her fine work! 
  
District Council. Heidi Tanakatsubo reported that the next District Council meeting will be held on May 2nd, 2004. She mentioned that our 
chapter has to finalize plans as to who will be delegates from our chapter and to discuss the resolutions to be voted on at the JACL National 
Convention in August. 
  
Unfinished Business 
  
Art in the Park Fundraiser.  Craig Ichiuji scheduled a meeting of the "Hamburger Booth Committee" (April 19, 2004 at his office).  He said a 
sign-up sheet for volunteers needed to work the booth will be presented at the May 20, 2004 Board meeting. 
  
Ikoi no Tomo Recognition.  Mary Jo reported that both she and Kate have spoken with community members to get a sense of what type on event 
would be appropriate to recognize Ikoi No Tomo. She mentioned that a date would be set when Mrs. Watanabe returned from Japan 
  
Same-Gender Marriage Resolution.  Ichiuji mentioned that the article regarding same-gender marriages in the Pacific citizen clarified JACL's 
position on this issue.  He said he wasn't sure if our chapter needed to submit a resolution on this issue.  Craig will consult with Kate regarding 
the necessity of a resolution from the San Mateo chapter. 
  
Announcements. 
  
The Annual Golf Tournament will be on Halloween, October 31st. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
  



Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese 
 
If you support our work, join the San Mateo chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League by filling out the 
application below.  You may also visit our website www.sanmateojacl.org and print out membership forms.  The 
website has more information on pertinent and timely topics of interest. 
 
First name ----------------------------------- Last name ----------------------------------------- 
Complete address ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Home phone number ------------------------ Work phone number ----------------------- 
Email address --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Age ------------- Occupation ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Are you a registered voter? Y/N     Are you a new member?  Y/N 
 
What are your interests? ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What attracts you to JACL? -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
How can JACL better serve you? ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Would you be willing to receive an electronic newsletter?  Y/N 
 
Circle the category of membership you are interested in: 
 
Individual - $67 For members of the national and San Mateo organization  
Couple/Family - $120 For a person, spouse and children less than 25 years  
Youth/Student - $21 For a person 25 years or younger or currently enrolled in a college, trade school, or university  
Thousand Club - $100 For a person who makes an annual contribution to the chapter and national programs of the 
organization 
Thousand Club Life - $1000 A lump sum to establish lifetime membership 
Associate – $45  Associate members affiliate with the local chapter only 
xxxd  
To complete the application process, please mail the completed application, along with a check made out to "JACL" 
to:  
 

Membership, San Mateo JACL 415 S. Claremont St. San Mateo, CA 94401 
 
All members, except for Associate Members, will receive National JACL’s bimonthly newspaper, The Pacific 
Citizen as well as our newsletter, Kokoro.  If you do not receive The Pacific Citizen within six weeks, contact 
National JACL [415.921.5225].  If you do not receive Kokoro within six weeks, contact Kate Motoyama 
[650.574.6676].   
 
You matter to us!  If there are issues or concerns with our chapter, or things you wish to bring to the attention of the 
board, please speak with Kate.  Thank you for your input. 
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