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inquiries: mary jo Kubota-arcarese, co president, 650.593.7358

San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our

multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs.

Articles must be submitted before the third Friday in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York

font] to katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com.

SAN MATEO JACL ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Steve Endo, Bruce Owashi, Rich Mukai

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all the participants, donors, and committee

members who helped to make this year’s scholarship fundraiser a success. The 51

golfers hosted by the San Mateo JACL golf committee and its co-Presidents Mary

Jo Kubota-Arcarese and Steve Okamoto enjoyed a sunny day at San Mateo’s Poplar

Creek Golf Course. The “A” flight 1st place was won by Steve Endo, 2nd place-Bruce

Furukawa, 3rd place-Dave Kato. “B” flight winners were 1st place-Allen Sakamoto,

2nd place-Art Ikuma, and 3rd place-Tom Konno. “Women’s” flight winners were 1st

place-Cherrie Shimamoto, 2nd place-Kimie Wakayama, and 3rd place-Nancy Ogami.

“Callaway” flight winners were 1st place-Coco Pai, 2nd place-Steve Katayama, and

3rd place-Calvin Wong.

We would like to thank the following businesses and individuals for their

donations:

--continued on page three—



Mark your calendar! Join JACL members at the San Mateo County

History Museum for Immigrants Day. Visit the newly opened

"Immigrants Gallery" which traces the history of immigrants from

Japan, Italy, Portugal China, Mexico and Ireland whose hard work,

helped build San Mateo County. Several members of the Japanese-

American Community worked on the development of this exhibit.
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Come celebrate the many cultures of

San Mateo County
Food - Music - Dance - Crafts - Story Tellers - Demonstrations - New Exhibityy
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DON'T FORGETTO DO YOUR HOLIDAY

SHOPPING AT:

THE HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & BAKE SALE
TO BENEFIT THE JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER

Saturday, November 11, 2006
10am to 4pm

San Mateo Gardeners Hall

503 E. Fifth Avenue, San Mateo



All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd (ANA), Bay Meadows Racecourse, Broadway by the Bay,

California Bank & Trust, Samuel Hasegawa, David Hayashi, DDS, Steve

Katayama/Nippon Travel Agency, Japan Airlines International Co., Ltd., David

Kawano, Noell Kubota, Laminated Tops, Saburo & Masako Nagumo, Northwest

Airlines/KLM, Steve Okamoto, Peninsula Fairways Golf Club, Allen Sakamoto,

Takahashi Market, Ted Yamagishi, and Union Bank of California.

A special thanks to the Golf Committee including Vince Asai, Craig Ichiuji, Steve

Katayama, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Kate Motoyama, Steve Okamoto, Allen

Sakamoto, Ted Yamagishi.

Dylan and Alan Kojimoto 

CARING FOR THE AIDS MEMORIAL GROVE

On Saturday, September 16th, San Francisco JACL and members of San Mateo JACL worked to clean up

and maintain the AIDS Memorial Grove in Golden Gate Park. Community response is the heart of the

grove and, since 1991, hundreds of volunteers have donated more than 60,000 hours in monthly

workdays.

Volunteers come from all segments of the community and represent a range of racial, economic,

cultural, religious, and other social groups. Under professional supervision, the grove is restored,

overgrowth cleared, and native species reintroduced through thousands of new plantings. The activity

is also an important part of people’s personal healing process.

A PROFILE ON NIKEI CUBANS—excerpted from Tsukimi Kai’s paper

Most of us know little about Nikkei Cubans and so Kokoro is featuring excerpts from a Tsukimi Kai

paper on the subject. Tsukimi Kai’s goal is to explore and celebrate the parallel histories ofNikkei in

Cuba and the U.S. The word “tsukimi” suggests the circumstance of people divided by distance yet

appreciating the beauty of the same bright moon. The paper is titled, “Nikkei Cubans: Facts and First

Impressions.”

For this paper, Tsukimi Kai did research, including works in Spanish, and interviewed over 50 people

from 20 families in Cuba. In Cuba, there are about 1300 Nikkei Cubans or 1 out of 10,000 of the total

population of 11.3 million. This is 0.01% of the total population compared with 0.3% or 30 out of

10,000 Nikkei Americans in the U.S. population. Nikkei Cubans are found in all occupations, but

almost all have an agricultural background in the family. Younger Nikkei Cubans, however, seem to

choose different careers. With Cuba’s free education and government emphasis on higher education,

coupled with the traditional Japanese emphasis on study, there are many professional opportunities

for young people.



In 1915, there were fewer than 60 Japanese in Cuba, but they established the first Japanese

agricultural producers’ society in Carmelina. In 1916, 262 Japanese arrived to harvest sugar cane but

the work was so hard many returned to their country. Some ended up at Isla de la Juventud (Isle of

Youth) where fruit and vegetable farms were established. Immigration then slowed for the next eight

years until the cutoff of immigration from Japan to the U.S. in 1924. Because of this, 1924-26 was the

only boom period of Japanese to Cuba, with the arrival of over 600 Japanese (only three of them

women). Again, over half the men were brought as contract laborers on the sugar plantations but,

again, due to harsh conditions many did not fulfill their commitment to work and returned to Japan

or moved to other Latin American countries. Those who stayed found various kinds of work.

THE ANGEL ISLAND IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCE

The Organization for Chinese Americans sponsored a presentation of immigration and the role of

Angel Island Immigration Station. It was the first stop for many immigrants crossing the Pacific Ocean.

Between 1910 and 1940, hundreds of thousands of immigrants (sixty nationalities) from around the

world came through Angel Island. The greatest numbers were Chinese immigrants; however, Japanese

were the second largest group to pass through Angel Island.

However, unlike Ellis Island, which welcomed 12 million immigrants between 1892 and 1954, the

immigrants who were processed in the West Coast were interrogated, probed, and detained—

sometimes for long periods (ranging from a number of days, to the usual two to three weeks, to several

months, and even stretching out to two years).

Detainees were given an entry hearing where inspectors interrogated applicants on small details; a

family member of the applicant was interrogated separately to confirm the applicant’s answers.

Typical interrogation questions were:

What is your living room floor made of?

Where is the rice bin kept?

Where is your village’s temple?

What are the names of the neighbors who live in your village lane and what are their occupations?

What direction does your house face?

How many windows does your house have?

MEMORIES OF TAKAHASHI MARKET’S CENTENNIAL

Takahashi Market celebrated its centennial on September 30th in then store’s parking lot. There was

entertainment and food, including free “shave ice,” and the family extended its welcome to everyone—

but most especially to loyal friends and customers who supported them all these years. San Mateo

JACL helped the Takahashi family to celebrate, and co-president Steve Okamoto served as master of

ceremonies to the festivities.

An article in Nikkei West [September 25, 2006] stated that Takahashi Market has prospered “against

the onslaught of big box retailers and supermarket chains” by providing customers with a wide variety

of food and goods, and by serving as “a community gathering place.”

The patriarch of the family, Kenge Takahashi, is now 85 years old. He recalled his father telling him

about using a horse and buggy to deliver fish, Japanese vegetables, and merchandise to farmers and

fisherman in Pescadero. The market, though, was affected by the internment of Japanese Americans

during World War II; it was forced to shut down.. Even though the Takahashi family went to Tanforan

Assembly Center and then to an internment camp in Utah, Kenge Takahasi enlisted in the army to

fight with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, getting injured by shrapnel in the process.

When Kenge Takahashi came back to his roots, he reopened the store and took over the business from

his father, who passed away a few years after returning from camp. He and his wafe, Sachiko

Miyahara, worked together at the market for 30 years.







L to R: Sisters Anne & Norma Takahashi; Father Kenge; Brothers Gene & Jack Takahashi

This picture from the centennial celebration shows Kagami Wari, the breaking open of a wooden Taru

(sake barrel) lid with a hammer, that signifies the start of a sacred ceremony, special occasion, or new

beginning. The act is an official opening ceremony to commemorate a new partnership, product

launch, office opening, business venture, wedding, engagement, or special birthday celebration. 

In brewmasters' jargon "Kagami" means lid. Kagami Biraki is the moment when the lid is knocked off

the keg with a wooden mallet and the sake first drunk. The ancient Japanese sake ceremony called

Kagami Biraki or Kagami Wari in Japanese, in direct translation it means "open mirror" or "break open

mirror.”

Approximately 300 years ago, Tokugawa, the 4th Shogun, held a banquet at Edo Castle, gathering

together all his people to celebrate the beginning of a new battle. He displayed a mirror and danced in

front of it and then prayed for victory in the forthcoming battle ahead. This battle proved successful

and victorious for Shogun Tokugawa and this was the beginning of "Kagami Biraki.”

We wish to thank Takahashi Market for its contributions to the community, and wish them another

100 happy and prosperous years!

SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION SEEKS DOCENTS

The San Mateo County Historical Association is looking for docents. Docents are needed for general

tours of the museum, Sanchez Adobe, and Woodside Store. This year the museum educators Carmen

Blair and Katrina Donavan are offering tours for third and fourth grade classes which focus on the

newly opened Immigrants Gallery. The students will visit the entire museum then participate in several

activities to 'Make history Come to Life" with the goal of learning about the history of the immigrants

from many cultures who built San Mateo County. The themes for these tours are: Toys and Games -

October to December, Paper Arts - January to March, and Music and Dance - April to June. Volunteers

familiar with Japanese American culture would be greatly appreciated. If you are interested in

becoming a docent this year or in the future contact Carmen Blair at (650) 299-0104 ext.33

COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS

The Community Center clean-up was a huge success. Having two buildings to maintain and clean takes

a lot of man-power and effort.

Thanks to 22 people who showed up for the annual clean-up: Kyoko Christy, Mayumi Conlon, Joe

Defelice, Sats Hane, Pauline Harman, Sam Harman,Kitty Hongo, Sue Imada, Yoshi Karahashi, Grayce

Kato, Roy Kato, Takeo Kitagawa, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Teruko Kubota, Mariko Miyasaki, Ferdie

Montilla, Toshi Mori, Kate Motoyama, Shizuko Ogawa, Chikako Sakamoto, Fred Sakamoto, Kathy

Sneath, and Fred Shimo.

Also, special thanks to all those who provided snacks and lunch for the volunteers.



JJaappaanneessee AAmmeerriiccaann CCiittiizzeennss LLeeaagguuee

415 Claremont San Mateo CA 94401

A couple of months ago, a group from the San Mateo Japanese American Community Center went to the dress rehearsal of the San
Francisco Opera’s production of Die Fledermaus (“The Bat”). Every year, the opera company invites seniors and students to attend a

dress rehearsal as a means of making opera more accessible to everyone. As you know, premium tickets sell for nearly $200 per seat,
so it is a real bargain to be able to attend at $10. Plus, the students are seated above, on the second floor, and the rest of the audience
is seated below, on the main floor.

Not only were the sets enthralling, but many of the singers chose to sing in full voice, making for what certainly seemed like a thrilling
afternoon in old Vienna. It was also fun to be able to sit together with friends and enjoy the entertainment. If you are interested in

joining us next year, please look for an announcement in Kokoro.

The San Mateo Japanese American Community Center wants to be YOUR resource in the county. Please come join the activities. All

are warmly welcomed.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER DUES

Those who wish to receive Kokoro and keep abreast of news in the community, and who would like to support San Mateo JACL,
please send your check of $45 made out ton “San Mateo JACL” to the attention of Steve Katayama, San Mateo Japanese American
Community Center, 415 Claremont, San Mateo, 94401. Thank you for your support.
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