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inquiries:  kate motoyama 650.574.6676 
 

 
San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the 

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our 
multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 
Articles must be submitted before the fourth Wednesday in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York font] to 

katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 
 

FOURTEEN YEAR OLD CAPTURES JACL GOLF TITLE IN ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP TOURNAMENT 
 
It certainly turned out to be more of a treat than a trick for fourteen year old Candice Nishimura of San Mateo as she emerged as the 
overall winner of the 2004 San Mateo JACL Golf Tournament.  Nishimura, a freshman at Aragon High School, turned in her finest 
18-hole score at the Poplar Creek Golf Course on Halloween Day.  Her score of 79-21: 58 easily outpaced all challengers.  Before 
revealing more details, we would like to thank the following businesses and individuals for their generosity: 
 

The Van’s Restaurant   James Khoe, D.D.S. 
S.F. Zoological Society   S. Katayama/Nippon Travel 
Gary Ching     Mas Hongo 
California Bank & Trust   Laminated Tops 
Takahashi Market    Ron Shimamoto 
Bay Meadows Race Course   Broadway by the Bay 
Steve Okamoto    Oral-B 
Beep Nagumo, M.D.    Vincent Asai, D.D.S. 
David Hayashi, D.D.S.   Andy Chung 
David Kawano, M.D.    Moto Takahashi 
Randall Louie, D.D.S.   Anonymous 

 
Please thank these donors personally and give them your continued support. 
 
Now, back to more news about the tournament:  Candice is the granddaughter of Shig Takahashi, a four-time past winner of this 
annual event that fundraises for JACL scholarships for students.  Candice plays on Aragon’s girls’ varsity golf team, which recently 
qualified for the Central Coast Section playoffs.  Good luck to Candice and her fellow Aragon teammates! 
 
Meanwhile, Dave Ichiki continued his winning ways in the JACL tournament with a fine score of 71-7: 64.  Dave’s efforts proved 
good enough to win “A” flight honors as well as low gross score for the third consecutive year. 
 
Craig Ichiuji won the Callaway (non-handicap) flight and Kent Kitagawa banged out the Longest Drive again this year on the 4th hole.  
Closest to pin winners were Dave Ichiki (#3), Bruce Lyau (#5), Bill Kitagawa (#15), and Randy Lee (#17). 
 
We appreciate the golfers who participated and who bought raffle tickets to support the scholarship fund.  A special thanks to the 
people who gave their time and energy to make this tournament a success:  Craig Ichiuji, Ted Yamagishi, Kate Motoyama, April 
Smith, Steve Katayama, Steve Okamoto, Heidi Tanakatsubo, Brent Nakagiri. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCENES FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTER HEALTH FAIR AT SAN MATEO SENIOR CENTER 

 
 
 

 
Girl Scouts and physicians helped out at the Health Fair . . . and helped themselves to the gochiso! 
 
 



VIRGINIA PAPER DROPS MALKIN, CONSERVATIVE COLUMNIST 
 
The Virginian Pilot of Norfolk, Virginia dropped columnist Michelle Malkin from its editorial page.  The newspaper’s editor, Marvin 
Lake, explained that Malkin had been added as a conservative voice but was being dropped because she was “too stridently anti-
liberal.”  The paper had earlier dropped Molly Ivins, a columnist, for being stridently “anti-Bush.” 
 
 Malkin had become infamous for advancing the view that—despite the lack of evidence and gross violation of due process--the 
Japanese American internment was justified.  She praised the mass internment of 120,000 individuals without trial as justified.  She 
went on to draw parallels between that historic incident, the rise of “Islamo-fascism,” the events of 9.11, and the need to profile the 
Muslim population as a population dangerous to this country: 
 

It is unfortunate that well-intentioned Arabs and Muslims might be burdened because of terrorists who share 
their race, nationality or religion.  But any inconvenience, no matter how bothersome or offensive, is preferable 
to being incinerated at your office desk by a flaming hijacked plane.—In Defense of Internment 

 
JACL is actively educating its members and the general public about the lack of evidence and absence of probative force behind 
Malkin’s claims. 
 
Editorial writer Don Luzzatto stated, “I was really put off by her penchant for name-calling and ad hominem attack.  I think we can do 
much better.” 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
 
Notice of JACL scholarship applications were sent on November 19th to all high schools in San Mateo County.  To be eligible, 
applicants must have a membership in San Mateo JACL (parents’ membership does not count).  Applicants must fill out the 
paperwork and write responses to an essay question.  If selected as a finalist, applicants can expect to participate in a brief interview 
with the Scholarship Committee, headed by Brent Nakagiri, a former recipient of the JACL Scholarship.  A special luncheon to 
recognize and honor winners is being planned for April 2005.  We encourage our many talented high school seniors to apply for the 
San Mateo JACL scholarship. 
 
Applications are now available online for scholarships offered by Asian and Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund.  
Applications may be downloaded from apiasf.org and are available for college-bound students of Asian and Pacific Islander descent 
who will be freshman during 2005-06.  Deadline for completed scholarships is February 15, 2005.  Funding for APIASF scholarships 
has been provided by companies, foundations, civic organizations, and individuals. 
 

SAN MATEO JACL BOARD INSTALLATION TO BE HELD AT DAY OF REMEMBRANCE EVENT 
 

Day of Remembrance memorializes a time in history when 120,000 resident Japanese (who were not permitted to become naturalized 
citizens) and their Japanese American children were made to report to assembly centers and then sent to internment camps in what 
were regarded as the wastelands in the interior of our country. 
 
President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 that suspended due process for Japanese Americans.  Forty years later, in 
1983, a Presidential commission characterized the internment program an act of racism and wartime hysteria.  Because of the activism 
of JACL and other groups, President Reagan signed a reparation agreement in 1988 that officially apologized and provided each 
surviving camp member with $20,000 as compensation. 
 
Each year, on February 19, the anniversary of Executive Order 9066, the Japanese American internment is remembered so that the 
lessons of civil liberties will be applied to choices we and our nation face in our lives today. 
 
For the 2005 year, San Mateo JACL will again hold its board installation in conjunction with its Day of Remembrance observance.  It 
is a rededication for board members and those present to pledge towards working to protect and enhance civil rights for all concerned.  
The story begins with our community but extends to include those within our larger community.  Most recently, San Mateo JACL has 
sponsored or participated in events, such as the 9.11 Community Dialogue or the 9.11 Candlelight March, that have reached out to the 
Muslim community.  San Mateo JACL has also pressed through the resolution process for simple equity in the treatment and rights of 
those in the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community.  San Mateo JACL has worked to make the community safe from hate 
crimes through a good working relationship with the San Mateo Police Department, notably after the screening of “Pearl Harbor” after 
its 2001 release. 
 
The 2004 Day of Remembrance and Installation was one of our chapter’s best-attended events, with a keynote address by Jeanne 
Wakatsuki Houston, co-author of Farewell to Manzanar.  After the speeches and installation, we sat down together to enjoy obento 
(Japanese boxed lunch) and toured the museum.  We are planning on a similar event at the San Mateo County Museum but would like, 
in addition, to begin a tradition of honoring a Living Treasure.  The Living Treasure will be an institution or individual who has made 
a genuine and significant difference in the quality of life in our community. 
 
Please look for details for the 2005 Day of Remembrance and Board Installation event.  It will be in February 2005 and we will 
release information as soon as we confirm the date and reserve the space at the museum.  As we did last year, we are keeping the cost 
low (last year, it was $20) so that we can include as many people from our community as possible.  We look forward to seeing you 
there and are counting on your continued support.  Thank you. 
 



NCWNP DISTRICT FUNDRAISER 
 
For those who want to participate in the “Spirit of 76,” please plan on attending the JACL NCWNP District Fundraiser and 
Celebration on Saturday, April 2, 2005, at Blackhawk Museum in Danville, California.  Cost is $90 per person (early bird registration 
is February 15) and $100 afterwards (final deadline is March 25).  If you have questions, please call Larry Oda, 831/375-3314. 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS 
 

Shizuko Ogawa, coordinator of volunteers, would like to hear from you if you would like to be a volunteer receptionist.  Please call 
343-2793 if you are interested.  There is a short training period. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF GENERAL MEETING 
 
The JACL General Meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. on January. 
 

 
1-800-400-6633 

 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you support our work, join the San Mateo chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League by filling out the application below.  
You may also visit our website www.sanmateojacl.org and print out membership forms.  The website has more information on 
pertinent and timely topics of interest. 
 
First name ----------------------------------- Last name ----------------------------------------- 
Complete address ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Home phone number ------------------------ Work phone number ----------------------- 
Email address --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Are you willing to read our newletter electronically?  Y 
Age ------------- Occupation ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Are you a registered voter? Y/N     Are you a new member?  Y/N 
 
What are your interests? ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What attracts you to JACL? -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
How can JACL better serve you? ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Circle the category of membership you are interested in: 
 
Individual - $67 For members of the national and San Mateo organization  
Couple/Family - $120 For a person, spouse and children less than 25 years  
Youth/Student - $21 For a person 25 years or younger or currently enrolled in a college, trade school, or university  
Thousand Club - $100 For a person who makes an annual contribution to the chapter and national programs of the organization 
Thousand Club Life - $1000 A lump sum to establish lifetime membership 
Associate – $45  Associate members affiliate with the local chapter only 
 
To complete the application process, please mail the completed application, along with a check made out to "JACL" to:  
 

Membership, JACL, 1765 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 
 



You matter to us!  If there are issues or concerns with our chapter, or things you wish to bring to the attention of the board, please 
speak with Kate.  Thank you for your input. 
 
 

Please consider joining our board!  We need your ideas and energy. 
 
 

You make a living by what you get. 
You make a life by what you give. 

--Winston Churchill 
 
 





NEWSLETTER NEWS 
 

To view Kokoro electronically, email katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com to stop receiving paper copies and san-mateo-jacl-
announce-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to subscribe to electronic notification.  The group has been set up for people who want to 
receive email announcements from the San Mateo JACL. These announcements include notification of the monthly newsletter being 
available on the San Mateo JACL's web site, and might include other items of importance to members. 
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