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San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the Japanese American experience and to 
protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 
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SF AIDS MEMORIAL GROVE CLEAN UP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Mateo JACL’s participation in the clean up of the SF AIDS Memorial Grove. 

QUESTIONS 27 and 28 
 
A loyalty questionnaire, administered in 1943 to internees in the ten war relocation centers, had to be 
filled out by internees.  Questions 27 and 28 have long been understood for their significance in dividing 
Japanese American families in internment camps.  The questions asked, first, would they serve in combat 
and, second, would they forswear allegiance to the Japanese emperor and swear unqualified allegiance to 
the United States.   
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While most of the internees were Japanese Americans, born in the United States, some were immigrants 
from Japan who could not become naturalized citizens.  It was only until the Walter-McCarran 
Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952 that Japanese aliens were permitted to become naturalized 
citizens.  Therefore, some older internees answered “no” because they could not be allowed to become 
citizens and would lose the only country they had, Japan.   
 
Others refused to serve while they and their families were interned.  Those who answered “yes” were 
considered “loyal” and became eligible for indefinite leave outside the West Coast military areas.  Those 
who answered “no” were sent to a segregation center at Tule Lake, California. 
 
At the time of Pearl Harbor, 5,000 Japanese Americans were serving in the U.S. Army.  The military called 
for another 5,000 volunteers from the mainland and Hawai’i.  However, in January 1942, the Selective 
Service reclassified Japanese Americans as “enemy aliens” or 4-C and stopped drafting them.  It was only 
until January 1944 that the draft was reinstated for Japanese Americans, and most who drafted or 
volunteered joined the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team.  Combined with the 100th Infantry 
Battalion of the Hawaiian Territorial Guard, Japanese Americans fought at distinction in North Africa, 
France, and Italy.  With 9,846 casualties, the 100th/442nd had the highest casualty rate and was the most 
decorated Army unit for its size and length of service.  Nearly 26,000 Japanese Americans served in the 
U.S. military during World War II. 
 

BISHOP MUSEUM JAPANESE IMMIGRANT COLLECTION 
 
The Bishop Museum in Honolulu, O’ahu has a special collection of artifacts, documents, photographs, etc., 
that speak to the Japanese immigrants who helped shaped Hawai’i today.  Japanese plantation workers 
came to the islands from the 1800s to early 1900s.  When laborers were needed for the cultivation and 
harvesting of sugarcane, the Hawaiian kingdom and Japanese government permitted Japanese to 
immigrate in 1885 through 1924.   
 
Over 200,000 Japanese immigrants came to Hawai’i at this time.  The Bishop Museum’s Spring 2009 
journal, Ka ‘Elele (The Messenger) states, “By the late 1890s, Japanese made up 70% of all plantation 
workers, and for the next thirty years, a majority of Hawai’i’s plantation workers were Japanese 
immigrants.”  My grandfather, Miyomatsu Motoyama, was one of those contract laborers. 
 
Most materials in the Bishop Museum’s collection were donated by Japanese American families from 
1976-1985 through the efforts of an organization called Hawai’i Imin Shiryo Hozon Kai.  The organization 
stressed the importance of preserving Japanese immigrants’ materials for future generations.  Currently, 
there is an effort to digitize the records and archival materials. 
 
My grandfather’s set of shakuhachi (bamboo flutes) are part of this collection.  I remember them 
displayed prominently on a wooden stand in the dining room, but my father decided to donate these 
artifacts to the museum as a permanent record of Japanese immigrant life in the islands. 
 
2009 is a great year to visit Bishop Museum and look at this special collection because, for the last three 
years, a major part of the museum—Hawaiian Hall—has been closed to the public as it underwent 
restoration.  The Hawaiian Hall was reopened in August. 
 

INDO-AMERICAN FORUM SPOTLIGHTS PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
An article in the September 12, 2009 issue of the San Jose Mercury News by Lisa Fernandez reported that 
a meet-and-greet at the India Community Center’s “Indian American Forum for Political Education” 



featured Ro Khanna of Fremont, an attorney with the U.S. Commerce Department, and Vivek Kundra of 
Maryland, President Obama’s chief information officer.   
 
The event, held for the first time in 15 years, was to deliver the message that public service is important 
and should be encourage in the South Asian community.  Yogi Chugh, president of India Community 
Center, stated:  This forum is about helping the community get a feel for how to get involved.  We wanted 
to provide a variety of flavors of political engagement.  There’s more than just running for office.  It’s 
important to be counted, serve on a commission and shape policy decisions.” 
 
Fernandez reports on some of the panelists’ comments, which included speakers sharing their struggles 
with their parents, who wanted their children to be “good Indians” and become “doctors and engineers.” 
 

San Jose City Councilman Ash Kalra told of his parents’ initial ‘heartache’ when he said 
he didn’t want to go into medicine or engineering.  The irony, though, of his ‘Hindu 
upbringing’ was that he was always drawn to service, even though it was sometimes ‘ at 
odds’ with ‘my community’s and my parents’, view of success. 
 

Kalra became a public defender, served on non-profit boards, became a planning commissioner, and 
became active in his neighborhood.  When he ran for a City Council seat in 2008, he became the first Indo-
American to hold the position. 
 

RECORDS PROVIDE A LINK TO THE PAST 
 
An article by Joshua Melvin [September 7, 2009, San Mateo County Times] began with the story of Steven 
Low, 64, who was looking at a triangle of red tissue paper covered in Chinese calligraphy—a nearly-100-
year-old marriage record of his maternal grandmother’s family.  Low stated, “It was very emotional.”  
Immigration had been the only way to escape the poverty of Southern China in the 1930’s.  For Jennie 
Lew, a filmmaker and historian, her father’s Alien File was gotten through filing a Freedom of Information 
Act request.  After receiving her father’s materials, she was able to open conversations with him on the 
subject of his immigration.  Lew’s father passed away several years ago, but related that he left China 
when he was 12, sent by his family to work in the United States. 
 
Both the Lows and Lew have “felt the thrill of touching their ancestors” through records housed at the 
National Archive building in San Bruno.  Previously, the policy had been to destroy US Citizenship and 
Immigration Service files like this 75 years from the date of their creation, but activists interceded.  Now 
UCIS has agreed to turn over its files to the San Bruno Archive.  In 2010, immigration files with photos, 
interview transcripts, and personal documents such as birth certificates or hand-drawn maps will be 
permanently preserved and opened to the public, according to Melvin’s article. 
 

SOUTH BAY LATINOS, BLACKS BEHIND THOSE IN REST OF STATE 
 
An article by Diane Hull and Sharon Noguchi in the September 16, 2009 issue of the San Jose Mercury 
News reported that Silicon Valley’s public schools did well in statewide comparisons.  However, those 
same test scores revealed that Santa Clara County’s African-American and Latino students performed 
worse using the same comparisons. 
 
The County Superintendent Chuck Weis said, “We’re sending a lot of students to Ivy League schools.  But 
4 in 10 of our students are Latino or African-American, and we have got to figure out how to be successful 
with them.”  The article reports that Santa Clara County students posted a median score of 807 on the 
Academic Performance Index while 770 was the score statewide.  However, “among African-American 



students, the median score locally was 633, but 689 statewide.  And for Latino students, who make up the 
fastest growing demographic, the median score locally was 715; statewide, it was 734.” 
 
Weis went on to say that educators must “radically rethink classroom instruction and replicate the 
strategies that appear to be succeeding:  working with students in small groups, making sure students 
never fall behind and bringing families into the conversation.” 

  

 
 

1-800-400-6633 
 
Japanese American Citizens League       
415 Claremont San Mateo CA 94401             
                Permit #440 
                San Mateo, CA 
 
 
 

  Non-Profit Organization 
            U.S. Postage 
    PAID 
           Permit #440 
           San Mateo, CA 


