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San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the 

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our 

multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 

Articles must be submitted before the third Friday in electronic format [Microsoft WORD,  
New York font] to katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON NARA: NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kubota family, Miyajima, ca. 1957. 

 
In light of San Mateo JACL’s long-term project of implementing the provisions in AB 1492, we received a 
communication from Daniel Nealand, Archivist, of National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
in San Bruno.  NARA is the Federal agency that, by law, preserves and provides access to permanently 
valuable, noncurrent Federal records with historical, legal, or fiscal value.  NARA’s Pacific Region archives 
is primarily a depository and center for research in historical records from Federal agencies and courts in 
northern and central California, Hawaii, Nevada (except Clark County), the Pacific Trust Territory, and 
American Samoa. NARA serves anyone who needs historical information created or received by the Federal 



government—historians, genealogists, lawyers, scholars, Government officials, environmentalists, students, 
and others. 
 
The facilities are located at 1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno.  The number is 650/238-3501 and the 
email address is sanbruno.archives@nara.gov.  NARA Pacific Region is open 7:30 am-4:00 pm, weekdays. 
 
Mr. Nealand thought that San Mateo JACL would be interested in the following records for AB 1492 
research: 
 
1. An old microfilm copy of Record Group 338 WCCA administrative records. Though most of the 
records filmed are very routine housekeeping records for each center, you may find even these of interest 
for the historic restoration project. The most popular rolls of film are "Family Folders" for the Civilian 
Assembly Centers, including Tanforan, that record issues of supplies to families temporarily housed at 
the centers.  
  
2. RG 252, Office of the Housing Expediter records from the post-war era, dated in the early 1950s and 
relating to conversion of Tanforan racetrack/ WCCA into housing. As a matter of course, these give some 
information about the WCCA period, include photographs and believe it or not, evidently a few 
"artifacts" of electrical and plumbing fixtures.   
  
Mr. Nealand adds:  “These records have not been researched very much so far, and we have not previously 
determined the exact designations of the photographs and artifacts. In the course of assisting you and JACL 
with your research, we should also be able to improve our knowledge of and public research profiles for 
these records.” 
  
Related items of interest mentioned by Mr. Nealand are the RG 118 US Attorney records for the Tule Lake 
Relocation Center, and the original "US v Korematsu" court case file with relocation history-relevant 
informational exhibits.   Looking at NARA’s brochure, there are amazing photographs, such as one 
depicting the entrance to Golden Rule Mine, Tuolumne County, CA, ca. 1890; the family of Lim Hong, 
ca. 1914;  or shipfitters in the engine room of the USS Nereus, Mare Island, CA, 1951.  Pictured also are 
artifacts such as a mineral certificate issued by the General Land Office as proof of purchase of a mineral 
claim, ca. 1880 and a petition submitted by African American craftsmen to the Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice, 1943. 
  
In preparing for a research visit to NARA, it is a good idea to make an appointment so that staff can prepare 
relevant materials in advance and provide the best possible service. The primary reference staff contact here 
for the WCCA records is archivist Robert Glass, as well as Bill Greene and David Piff.  If you are 
interested in genealogical or historical research, you should utilize NARA Pacific Region and its original 
records and micofilm holdings. 
 

SAN MATEO JACL’S “DAY OF REMEMBRANCE” OBSERVANCE 

 
San Mateo chapter will observe “Day of Remembrance” on the appointed day, Sunday, February 19, 2005, 
with a number of events at College of San Mateo’s Theater (1700 W. Hillsdale Boulevard, San Mateo), 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
The board will gather before the program to be installed by San Mateo JACL member and South San 
Francisco City Council Member Karyl Matsumoto.  The program will consist of a screening of Scott 
Tsuchitani’s evocative film, “A Meeting at Tule Lake.”  One of the persons interviewed for the film, Mas 
Yamasaki, will speak about his experiences.  We will then hear from Imam Tahir Anwar of the South Bay 
Islamic Association (SBIA) in San Jose.  Two years ago, San Mateo chapter’s co-presidents, Mary Jo 
Kubota-Arcarese and Kate Motoyama, collaborated with SBIA, San Jose JACL, and other organizations to 
plan and participate in a candlelight march and interfaith ceremony in light of September 11, 2002.   
 

A STORY FOR “DAY OF REMEMBRANCE:” THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

 
Tom Griffin wrote an article titled “The Stolen Years” in The University of Washington’s Alumni 
Magazine, Columns.  Part One is the cover story in the December 2005 issue. 



 
In June 1942, a few weeks after the University of Washington’s commencement ceremony, one of the UW 
deans got into his car and drove to Puyallup with a stack of UW diplomas.  He drove to the Western 
Washington Fairgrounds, now known as “Camp Harmony” to the thousands of local Japanese American 
families, who were living under the grandstands and in stables that had once housed cattle.   
 
Despite pleas from President Lee Paul Sieg and Arts and Sciences Assistant Dean Robert O’Brien, the 
Army did not permit the Nisei (second-generation Japanese Americans) students to finish their studies 
before evacuation.  Nisei faculty had to leave, too (one was a veteran of World War I).   
 
There was a June ceremony at Camp Harmony where each graduate was allowed to invite immediate 
relatives or friends, approximately four each, according to an Army memo to camp inmates.  “It was not a 
dress-up occasion,” recalls George Mukasa, ’42, “I was there with a T-shirt on.”  Mukasa was an 
economics major, the first in his family to graduate from college.  Griffin’s article goes on:   
 

Mukasa is fairly certain that Business and Economics Dean Howard Preston gave him the 
diploma.  ‘They called my name and handed over my diploma and a graduation packet.  
It was very simple.”  Other UW officials may have also attended the event.  Letters in the 
UW archives suggest that Arts and Sciences Dean Edward Lauer and Registrar Irvin Hoff 
were there. 

 
There is no record of any commencement ceremony at Camp Harmony or in any official University records.  
It was a symbolic act undertaken by the university.  Moreover, before the decision to evacuate, UW officials 
testified against the proposal to ship American citizens to concentration camps.  They were unsuccessful, 
but they worked to place students willing to transfer to other universities, finding places for 58 before the 
evacuation began.  Editorials in the student newspaper, The Daily, defended Japanese American students.  
Two undergraduates testified at Congressional hearings against internment.   
 
American Ethnics Studies Professor Tetsuden Kashima states that “voices of reason were drowned out by 
racism and war hysteria” and “a failure of political leadership.”  Kashima points to Attorney General 
Francis Biddle and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, who both told President Roosevelt there was no need to 
imprison American citizens.  “Even the Office of Naval Intelligence opposed internment,” Kashima says. 
 
The University of Washington lost 440 students to internment or what the Tolan Committee’s 
congressional hearings in Seattle were calling “national defense migration.”  The university is looking for 
information on all 440 Japanese American students listed in the 1941 Student Directory. To view the list, 
go to www.lib.washington.edu/exhibits/InterruptedLIves and select “List of Students.”  Donations of 
letters, diaries, and photographs from this period are also welcome. 
 
To close are words spoken before the Tolan Committee by one of two UW students who showed up 
without invitation to speak.  Curtis Aller, Jr., ’42, a senior from Yakima Valley, said, “I urge this 
committee to consider if we can even remotely demand or expect that these American citizens will remain 
loyal if instead of tolerance, we give them intolerance, mass hysteria and blanket condemnation?  Can we 
ask them to believe in democracy if democracy does not believe in them?” 
 

SAYING GOODBYE TO CORETTA SCOTT KING 

 
We recently lost a civil rights hero in her own right—Coretta Scott King (1927-2006)  Corretta Scott 
King, wife of the slain civil rights leader the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., died at age 78.  Dr. King 
was gunned down in Memphis in 1968 at the height of his powers as leader and organizer of the civil rights 
movement.  She worked for nearly four decades to preserve and advance Dr. King’s dream—his 
commitment to social justice and peace, achieved through non-violent means.   
 
President Bush said she was “a remarkable and courageous woman and a great civil rights leader.”  
Governor Schwarzenegger’s statement proclaimed that her “courage and dignity were a beacon in the 
darkest days of the civil rights struggle.”   
 



Born April 27, 1927 in Perry County, Alabama, the young Coretta picked cotton during the Depression.  
She worked as a waitress to support her studies at Antioch College in Ohio.  She was at the New England 
Conservatory of Music when a friend introduced her to Martin Luther King, Jr., whom she married in 
1953. 
 
Coretta Scott King continued and expanded Dr. King’s commitment to civil and human rights for all.  In 
1996, a group of black ministers tried to appropriate Dr. King’s picture on fliers denouncing gay rights that 
were circulated to hundreds of black churches in Miami-Dade county.  These ministers believed that gays 
were aligning their own struggle with the civil rights movement, and they explicitly reviled the 
connection.  Coretta came out publicly against the ministers, stating that Dr. King would have advocated 
in behalf of gay rights if he had been alive. 
 
We mourn the loss of one of our heroes. 
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