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San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the Japanese American experience and to 
protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 
Articles must be submitted before the first Friday (one month prior to publication) to katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com 

 

SAN MATEO JACL BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2010 
 
President   Steve Okamoto 
Treasurer   April Smith 
Secretary   Misa Sakaguchi 
Education/Programs/Delegate Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese 
Membership/Newsletter/Delegate Kate Motoyama 
Community Center  Kathy Sneath 
Youth    Lauren Kawawaki 
Members   Tami Hom, Mari Masuko, Brent Nakagiri, Lisa Sakaguchi, Kevin Wong 
 
The board members from 2009 wish all of our members a happy new year in 2010.  Akemashite omedeto 
gozaimasu and arigato gozaimasu for your support.  We couldn’t do our work without you. 
 

HATE CRIME PREVENTION ACT SIGNED BY PRESIDENT OBAMA 
 

President Obama signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act into law. 
The Act expands coverage of the 1969 federal hate crimes law to include victims targeted based on their 
sexual orientation, disability, and gender identity as it strengthens existing hate crimes protections for 
other categories, including race, color, religion, national origin, and ethnicity.   
 
The Hate Crimes provision further grants federal officials greater authority to: 
  
 Investigate and prosecute hate crimes 
 Provides greater funding for state and local agencies to investigate hate crimes 
 For the first time, allows hate crimes prosecution without requiring proof that the victim was attacked 

because he or she was engaged in a federally protected activity.   
 
The bill was first introduced in 1999, a year after Mathew Shepard, a homosexual teenager from 
Wyoming, was beaten to death due to his sexual orientation, and James Byrd, Jr., an African American 
from Texas, was tied to a pick-up truck and dragged to death because of his race. The hate crimes bill 
languished in Congress for ten years, unable to gain enough support for its passage. However, an increase 
of hate crimes within the previous years has prompted renewed urgency of the need to pass federal hate 
crimes legislation. 
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NEW TOPAZ MUSEUM PLANS UNVEILED JANUARY 23rd,  
SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM 

 
Most Bay Area Japanese Americans interned during WWII were sent to Topaz, Utah.  Now the Topaz 
Museum Board will be coming to California to share plans for a new Topaz Museum.  The meeting in the 
San Mateo area will be held on Saturday, January 23rd, 1:00 p.m. at beautiful Courtroom A, San Mateo 
County History Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood City.  As a goodwill gesture, the space is being 
provided to this special project, and we are appreciative to our museum host. 
 
Everyone is invited to come and review the architectural designs done by Alan Kawasaki from the firm 
Shah Kawasaki in Oakland and the interpretive design completed by West Office Exhibition Design. Alan’s 
mother lived on Block 7 of Topaz. 
  
Two other museums and Delta City have come together to build a museum complex in Delta, Utah.  The 
Topaz Museum Board has been working steadily toward the goal of constructing a museum that would 
tell the story of Topaz and educate all visitors on the necessity of upholding civil rights even in the time of 
war. The Board now owns 626 acres of the Topaz site, which became a National Historic Landmark in 
2007.  
  
Besides hosting several pilgrimages, members of the Board teach summer workshops for the Utah State 
Office of Education. Typically over 400 school children visit the site each year with tours given by Board 
members. The Board is working with Brigham Young University and the Utah Arts Council to show the 30 
pieces of art in the Topaz collection. Ten paintings by Mine’ Okubo and four done by Chiura Obata are the 
highlights of the works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Architectural Rendering by Shah Kawasaki Architects 
 
Exhibits will display and interpret artifacts from the Topaz Museum collection and will present 
opportunities for learning and reflection. Visitors will be challenged to consider what happened at Topaz 
and why it matters to all of us, and they come to understand the importance and value of their 
constitutional rights and civil liberties. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never forget. 

ARBOGA ASSEMBLY CENTER PROJECT 
 
The construction of the Arboga Assembly Center began in 194 when an existing migrant labor camp was 
converted to accept Japanese American internees from Placer and Sacramento counties.  Arboga held 
2,465 persons of Japanese descent from May 8th through June 29, 1942. 
 
In May 1980, twelve temporary detention camps were designated with the California State Historical 
Landmark #934.  At the time, Marysville JACL was unsuccessful in contacting the then landowner of the 
Arboga Center property.  In September 2007, The Friends for Preservation of Yuba County History 
contacted Marysville JACL about putting a plaque to recognize the Arboga Assembly Center Site and the 
Yuba County Department of Public Works further suggested that a plaque be put across the street from 
the Arboga Site where a future school would be built. 
 
Marysville JACL will underwrite Phase One to fundraise for this project, which includes a supporting 
National Parks Service Grant.  Phase Two would continue the fundraising to acquire a monument and 
plaque.  If you are interested in supporting this effort, please make a check to “Marysville JACL—Arboga 
Assembly Center Project” and send to Marysville JACL, PO Box 2253, Marysville, CA 95901. 
 

BREAKING NEWS ON ASIAN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL AT COLLEGE OF SAN MATEO 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2010 has been identified as the date of the Asian American Film Festival at College of 
San Mateo.  This festival is primarily being funded by California Civil Liberties Public Education Program 
monies obtained by Professor Lewis Kawahara of CSM’s Ethnic Studies Department.  San Mateo JACL has 
agreed to promote and support this event. 
  
More information is forthcoming but the matinee will feature films on Ralph Lazo, the only non-Japanese 
individual to voluntarily enter an internment camp, Piercing Memories, the Ruth Asawa Story, the 
Pilgrimage to Tule Lake, and, at present, the evening feature will be “Big Drums” and “Colma, The 
Musical” which features a question and answer session with Bay Area filmmakers.  The latter is expected 
to be the sing-along version, so bring your pipes and enthusiasm and let’s enjoy this day dedicated to the 
cinematic arts. 
 
 



PEOPLE OF NOTE AT MANZANAR 
 
Many notable people were sent to Manzanar.  Among their ranks was Ralph Lazo, a Manzanar teenager.  
He was of Mexican and Irish decent.  When his best friends were removed from their homes and taken to 
Manzanar, Ralph went too because he felt they were all the same.  His was the only documented case of a 
non-Asian who was not part of an Asian family who voluntarily entered the camp.  A short film honoring  
Lazo will be featured at the Asian American Film Festival at College of San Mateo, discussed in the 
previous article. 

Other notable individuals include the family of Sadao Munemori, another teenager, a 19-year-old boy 
who was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroics in Italy during World 
War II.  Also, one hundred ten orphans (some as young as six months) were sent to the Children’s Village 
at Manzanar--the only camp to have such an orphanage.   

Toyo Miyatake, a professional photographer, snuck a camera lens into Manzanar, built a camera and 
became the official photographer of the camp.  Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston wrote about her childhood 
experiences in the book, Farewell to Manzanar. Their memories recorded on film and in prose are vivid 
portraits of life in the camp. 

THE MOST ELOQUENT STATEMENT ON VETERANS, BY TOM IKEDA 
 
Last month the top floor of my brother's home caught fire and was destroyed. The day after the fire as we 
quietly sorted through the wet, charred remains, my 82-year-old father surveyed the mess and said, "It's 
only money that was lost." I gently asked him why he said that, expecting him to talk about how his 
parents recovered after losing everything during World War II. Instead he spoke of his annual visits to the 
grave of his brother-in-law, Bako Kinoshita. My mother's brother was 20 years old when he was killed in 
Italy while fighting with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. My father said that when he visits the grave 
he thinks about the children, grandchildren, and family parties that Bako was never given the opportunity 
to enjoy. My father said remembering what Bako sacrificed was why a little fire wasn't important. 

Please remember veterans on Veterans Day, especially the ones who never returned. 
 

LOCAL AUTHOR RELEASE OF ENEMIES:  WORLD WAR II ALIEN INTERNMENT 
 
They were called aliens and enemies. But the World War II internees Belmont author John Christgau 
writes about were in fact ordinary people victimized by the politics of a global war. The Alien Enemy 
Control Program in America was born with the United States’s declaration of war on Japan, Germany, and 
Italy and lasted until 1948. In all, 31,275 “enemy aliens” were imprisoned in camps like the one described 
in this book—Fort Lincoln, just south of Bismarck, North Dakota.   
 
In animated and suspenseful prose, Christgau tells the stories of several individuals whose experiences 
are representative of those at Fort Lincoln. The subjects’ lives before and after capture—presented in five 
case studies—tell of encroaching bitterness and sorrow. Christgau based his accounts on voluminous and 
previously untouched National Archives and FBI documents in addition to letters, diaries, and interviews 
with his subjects.   Christgau’s afterword for this Bison Books edition relates additional stories of World 
War II alien restriction, detention, and internment that surfaced after this book was originally published, 
and he draws parallels between the alien internment of World War II and events in this country since 
September 11, 2001.   
 



John Christgau is the author of numerous books, including Kokomo Joe (Nebraska 2009), The Gambler and 
the Bug Boy (Nebraska 2007), and The Origins of the Jump Shot: Eight Men Who Shook the World of 
Basketball, available in a Bison Books edition. 
 

ACCHI KOCHI:   
NEWS FROM THE SAN MATEO JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
San Mateo Japanese American Community Center is in dire need of receptionists and an aluminum can 
recycler.   
 
Lately, we've had a few receptionists who have had medical problems and are on "medical leave."  The 
ideal receptionist would be bilingual, English and Japanese, or someone with more strength in English and 
some Japanese.  There are two shifts from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. or from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. two times a month.   
 
Mr. Kunso Furumoto would like some assistance with the aluminum cans, as that is another source of 
income for the Community Center.   
 
We would also like to remind you of our volunteer nurses who take your blood pressure the first 
Wednesday of every month, free of charge.  As we age, we should monitor our blood pressure regularly.   
 
The Community Center will be closed from December 25th, 2009 and will reopen January 4, 2010.  
Wishing all of you Happy Holidays and a healthy and prosperous New Year. 
 

NIKKEI GRADUATION CEREMONIES: CSU, BERKELEY, DAVIS, UCLA, UCSF 

 
On Thursday, Nov. 11th a press conference and meeting was held at the Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) to publicize the recent signing of AB 37 (Oct 11, 2009). 
 Assembly member Warren Furutani (D, 55th District) sponsored AB 37 which calls upon California's UCs, 
CSUs, and CCCs (Community Colleges) to grant an honorary degree to any student of Japanese American 
ancestry who was forcibly removed and incarcerated during World War II.  At this meeting, 
representatives from UC, CSU, and the community colleges offered support to assist with community 
outreach to find eligible individuals in the JA community and educational resource support through the 
California Nisei College Diploma Project. 
 
The College of San Mateo was the first California community college to honor their former students at 
their May 2009 Commencement.  And UCSF will hold their ceremony on Friday, Dec. 4th at 3:30PM on 
their San Francisco Campus (south of Market).  
 
California State University, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, UCLA, and UCSF are seeking Nisei who were 
students when they were forcibly uprooted and incarcerated.  They (or a surviving family member) are 
eligible to receive an honorary degree.  Please check with family, friends, and clubs/churches you belong 
to about possible students.   A number of ceremonies are less than a month away and we 
are still searching!  Here are some contact numbers: 
  
For those (or a surviving family member) who attended a California State University, they should contact 
Colleen Bentley at (562) 951-4801 or email Nisei@calstate.edu. 
  
For UCB, contact Helena Weiss-Duman at (510) 642-5042 or email hwd@berkeley.edu.  Ceremony: Dec. 
13, 2009 with former Secretary Norman Mineta keynoting. 
  
For UC Davis, contact Frank Wada at (530) 752-3619 or email fywada@ucdavis.edu.  Ceremony:  Dec. 12, 
2009. 
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For UCLA, contact Patricia Lippert at (310) 794-8604 or email tricial@support.ucla.edu.  Ceremony:  Spring 
2010 
  
For UCSF, contact Maria Blandizzi at (415) 476-9063 or email maria.blandizzi@ucsf.edu.  Ceremony:  Dec. 
4, 2009. 
  
A family member may submit an application on behalf of an eligible individual, living or deceased.  One 
can contact the college directly or request an application/information from the Japanese Cultural & 
Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) at (415) 567-5505. 
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