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inquiries:  kate motoyama 650.574.6676 
 

 
San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural 

understanding of the Japanese American experience and to protecting and 
advancing the human and civil rights of our multi-ethnic society through 

educational and community programs. 
 

Articles must be submitted by the fourth Wednesday of each month in electronic format [Microsoft 
WORD] to katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com.  Thank you! 

 
NEWSLETTER NEWS 

 
If you would like to save a tree and view Kokoro electronically, email 
katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com 
 

IKOI NO TOMO CELEBRATION 

 
The ladies of Ikoi no Tomo 

 



On July 25th at San Mateo Central Park’s Recreation Center, San Mateo JACL celebrated 
the existence of Ikoi no Tomo, a Japanese-speaking social and civic women’s group, and 
honored long-time leader Kimie Watanabe. We are very grateful for the many 
contributions of members and volunteers Suzu Kunitani, Tazu Takahashi, Lucy Shin, 
Vicky Yumoto, Nobue Okano, Sumiko Ota, Jane Akizuki, and others. 
 
The tabletops were decorated with a complementary color scheme with lavender and 
buttery yellow flowers and floral arrangements, thanks to the discerning eye of Diana 
Okamoto.  The room, adjacent to the weekly meeting space of Ikoi no Tomo, brought 
back fond memories for members and supporters.  We heard a short history of Ikoi no 
Tomo from Yasuko Ito, remarks in Japanese from Mrs. Watanabe, and a thank you from 
Rosalind Koo, Self Help for the Elderly, long-time friend and ally of Ikoi no Tomo.  Mrs. 
Watanabe was presented with formal congratulations from the Self Help board of 
directors as well as with flowers from well-wishers and an engraved silver picture frame 
from JACL.  It was wonderful that members of Mrs. Watanabe’s family, including her 
husband, children, and grand children, were able to be in attendance. 
 
The buffet lunch, catered by Sushi Club in Sunnyvale, featured chirashi-zushi with slices 
of different seafood; futo-maki and inari-zushi; deep-fried shrimp and shrimp-paste and 
lotus-root tempura; chicken karaage; tamagoyaki with unagi; and more.  Lunch was 
outdone only by a performance of Tanko Bushi by board members, led by the capable 
Mrs. Watanabe, who did her best to take us through the movements without too much 
laughing at our expense.  The celebration concluded with slices of white cake with 
pineapple filling and many rounds of photographs and well wishing.  We were able to 
listen to some personal reminiscences of Ikoi no Tomo and Mrs. Watanabe’s inimitable 
leadership style, which included arranging transportation, planning the entertainment, 
making refreshments, organizing craft activities.  She was able to get many to volunteer 
by quietly saying, “Tanomi masu.”  Everyone left with omiyage ( bagged treats from 
Steve and Diana Okamoto) and all the women received long-stemmed roses.  We cannot 
adequately say “thank you” for thirty-four years of Ikoi no Tomo’s service and Mrs. 
Watanabe’s unwavering devotion, but this afternoon will be long-remembered by all. 



 
 
Mrs. Watanabe leads the Tanko Bushi, a folk dance about coal 

miners 
UNITED AS ONE – THREE YEARS LATER 

 
Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 thousands of 
Japanese Americans were arrested and held without trial.  During World War II 120,000 
Americans of Japanese ancestry were forced into concentration camps. Forty years later, 
a government commission concluded that the camps were due to “racism, war hysteria, 
and a failure of political leadership” which led to an official apology and monetary 
compensation. 
  
But over the past three years we have again seen the arrests and detentions without trial 
by the U.S. government. We have seen the selective registration and deportations of 
thousands of Muslim immigrants and a witch-hunt targeting Muslim citizens. There is a 
growing government surveillance of our private lives through PATRIOT Act and other 
laws. 
  
On the third anniversary of September 11, 2001, there will be a Candlelight Walk for 
Peace from Japantown in San Jose to the South Bay Islamic Association in San Jose. 
There will be speeches and poems by religious leaders in the Buddhist, Christian, and 
Muslim communities, as well as by elected officials.  Light a candle in memory of our 
collective losses. Contact Masao Suzuki at 408-243-0817. 
 

A NICE THANK YOU FROM THE TOYONAKA GOODWILL BASEBALL TEAM 
 

Dear San Mateo Japanese American Citizens League, 



 
Thank you for your donation to the Toyonaka Goodwill Baseball Team. 

We appreciate you think of us.  Thanks again. 
 

Sincerely, 
Cody Larson and Toyonaka Baseball team 

 
 

UPDATE ON DEREK, OUR FORMER YOUTH BOARD MEMBER 

 
 
Derek Kenmotsu is starting his 3rd year at West Point- United States Military Academy 
in New York.  This summer, he will be a Platoon Sergeant in charge of 4 Squad Leaders 
and 35 new cadets (class of '08) who will enter the Academy on June 28.  Before he left 
for West Point, Derek came to San Mateo JACL’s Burger Booth to wish us well and give 
us a book written by General Eric K. Shinseki (USA Ret.), Be-Know-Do. We appreciate 
the support that Derek gives us even from afar. 
 
In mid-July, Derek was in Ft. Benning, Georgia for three weeks to train in Airborne 
School.  He spent his time jumping out of airplanes! In August, Derek starts his new 
academic year.  He is majoring in International Relations and minoring in Systems 
Engineering.  As for his extra-curricular activities, along with his military training, he is 
taking Kendo classes and is a Strength Team Trainer.  He recently received his Scuba 
Diving Certificate. 
 



Derek is still enjoying the challenge, the adventure, the leadership development. 
 

SAN FRANCISCO/BAY AREA NIKKEI SINGLES OF JCCCCNC OFFER 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 
One $1500 scholarship is being offered by the San Francisco/Bay Area Nikkei Singles of 
the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California (JCCCNC). 
 
An applicant must be a member of a single-parent household and a graduating high 
school senior or post-secondary student planning to attend or currently attending an 
institution of higher learning or a business or vocational college in the 2004-05 academic 
year.  The scholarship will be awarded on academic talent, social and community 
affiliation, and economic need. 
 
Deadline for applications is October 31, 2004.  Request application forms by calling 
650/493-2406. 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS 
 
FREE SUNDAY MATINEE MOVIE: “LOST IN TRANSLATION” August 22, 2004 
JA Community Center, 415 S. Claremont St., San Mateo. 1:30 PM 
 
Starring Bill Murray and Scarlett Johansson.  105 minutes. 
Murray plays an actor who goes to Tokyo to film a whiskey commercial and finds 
himself in a platonic relationship with a neglected American wife young enough to be his 
daughter. Critics in the United States simply adored Sofia Coppola’s Tokyo-set movie. 
But it’s a different story in Japan where the satire with Murray and Johansson opened to 
very mixed reviews. Come and see for yourself. 
 
VOLUNTEERS LUNCHEON on September 10, 2004, San Mateo Gardeners Hall 
The Community Center is able to provide its services, programs, and activities because of 
the large number of people in the community who generously give their time and talent 
on a regular basis.  Over fifty such thoughtful people are included on our volunteer roster.  
Their work will be honored on September 10th. 

San Mateo JACL Board Meeting 
Thursday June 17, 2004 

 
Present:  Steve Katayama, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Kate Motoyama, Brent Nakagiri, 
Steve Okamoto, April Smith.  Guest:  Diana Okamoto. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:25 p.m in the absence of a quorum. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
MEMBERSHIP.  Nakagiri reported that statistics from National JACL show a decline in 
overall membership and with San Mateo as well.  San Mateo is the 2nd largest chapter in 



the district.  He reiterated that a reinvigorated Scholarship Program could attract younger 
members. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT. The report was accepted as filed.  We thank our donors, 
particularly those Microsoft employees who have given generously this year. 
 
NEWSLETTER.  Motoyama reported that Nakagiri had the database and that he can 
update names as he receives membership reports from National; however, it may need to 
be re-keyed so the printer can do a mail merge.  The cost for the past few months has 
been consistent because the newsletter has been 8 pages, 2 photographs, without 
requiring Allegra to lay-out the masthead, as in the past.  As a cost savings, we will 
request notice from members who wish to view Kokoro online. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 
Permanent Museum Exhibit on Japanese Americans.  It was moved and seconded that 
$1000 from Ernie Takahashi’s bequest to JACL be donated towards the exhibit (matching 
funds are available) with a stipulation that Takahashi be recognized for the contribution.  
An electronic vote of board members will be taken.  Kubota-Arcarese stated that we 
should devise brochures to promote the exhibit and raise funding for it.   
 
National Convention/Resolution on Same Gender Marriage.  A pre-convention meeting 
will be held at National JACL for delegates from our district.  Motoyama and Nakagiri 
will attend; Steve Okamoto is on the nominating committee and Heidi Tanakatsubo is a 
candidate for VP Public Affairs, so both will also attend.  It was moved and seconded to 
allow delegates to vote their conscience on the budget, resolutions, and constitutional 
amendments.  An electronic vote will be taken. 
 
Ikoi no Tomo Recognition. It was moved and seconded that the budget be set at $500, 
although this amount will likely be exceeded.  An electronic vote will be taken.  Board 
members are cautioned to rehearse the “Tanko Bushi” or be bested by the Ikoi ladies. 
 
Scholarship Golf Tournament.  Board members are asked to help on October 31st or 
participate in the tournament.  Committee members are Craig Ichiuji, Steve Katayama, 
Steve Okamoto, Ted Yamagishi. 
 
Health Fair.  Board members have been asked by the Center to assist with set-up and 
tear-down on October 9th. 
 
9/11 Peace Event and March.  Board members made suggestions to the text of the 
announcement.  The board is unable to make an official endorsement but encourages 
individual board members to sign on. 
 
OCA Picnic.  Since so many board members will be at the bienniel convention, it was 
moved and seconded to donate $100 to OCA for prizes and piñata for this year.  An 
electronic vote will be taken. 



 
New Business 

 
National Budget 2004-06.  The budget packet arrived one day ago.  The delegates will 
wait for the orientation meeting to learn about projected income and expenditures. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP.  Kevin Wong, Mary Jo Kubota-Arcarese, Nakagiri will meet to revamp 
the San Mateo Scholarship program.  Nakagiri presented ideas, such as having recipients 
return to speak during their school recess; hosting an event with the VP of Public Affairs; 
changing the date of the recognition luncheon so more recipients could attend.   
 

Announcements 
 
There will be no August meeting.  The next meeting will be September 16th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kate Motoyama 
 
JACL COMMENDS JEFFERSON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON DECISION TO 

RENAME “JAP ROAD” 
  
After several hours of discussion and testimony presented by advocates on both sides of 
the issue, the Jefferson County, Texas Commissioners Court voted 4-1 yesterday 
afternoon to rename “Jap Road”, a county street that was originally named to honor the 
contributions of a local farmer, Yasuo Mayumi.  After the vote, County Judge Carl R. 
Griffith, Jr. appointed two residents of the road to head a committee to present a suitable 
new name to the Commissioners Court. 
  
The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), the nation’s oldest and largest Asian 
Pacific American civil rights organization celebrating our 75th anniversary this year, 
commends the Commissioners for their courageous vote and thanks them for their open-
mindedness and sensitivity in deciding to remove the slur and heal the hurt caused by the 
name of the road. 
 

 
 



1-800-400-6633 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 
If you support our work, join the San Mateo chapter of the Japanese American Citizens 
League by filling out the application below.  You may also visit our website 
www.sanmateojacl.org and print out membership forms.  The website has more 
information on pertinent and timely topics of interest. 
 
First name ----------------------------------- Last name ----------------------------------------- 
Complete address ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Home phone number ------------------------ Work phone number ----------------------- 
Email address --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Are you willing to read our newletter electronically?  Y 
Age ------------- Occupation ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Are you a registered voter? Y/N     Are you a new member?  Y/N 
 
What are your interests? ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
What attracts you to JACL? -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
How can JACL better serve you? ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Circle the category of membership you are interested in: 
 
Individual - $67 For members of the national and San Mateo organization  
Couple/Family - $120 For a person, spouse and children less than 25 years  
Youth/Student - $21 For a person 25 years or younger or currently enrolled in a college, 
trade school, or university  
Thousand Club - $100 For a person who makes an annual contribution to the chapter 
and national programs of the organization 
Thousand Club Life - $1000 A lump sum to establish lifetime membership 
Associate – $45  Associate members affiliate with the local chapter only 
 
To complete the application process, please mail the completed application, along with a 
check made out to "JACL" to:  
 

Membership, JACL, 1765 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 
 
You matter to us!  If there are issues or concerns with our chapter, or things you wish to 
bring to the attention of the board, please speak with Kate.  Thank you for your input. 
 



I am sustained by knowing that I am doing what is right. 
--Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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